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Abstract

Objective: This research aimed to explain the factors affecting the migration of Iraqi sports elites.
Methodology: The research method was qualitative and based on data-driven techniques. The statistical
population of the current research is experts (athletes, heads of sports boards and expert professors) in elite
sports. The snowball sampling method was used to conduct in-depth and semi-structured interviews. The
research tool was an interview that was conducted with 16 people. The validity of the research tool (interview)
was confirmed by the interviewees and then by the expert professors, and the within-subject agreement method
was used to measure the reliability. According to this method, the reliability value was equal to 0.89. In order to
analyze the data, the foundation data theory method and MAXQDA version 20 software were used.

Results: The findings of this research showed that the factors affecting the migration of sports elites in Iraq
include economic problems, social problems, cultural problems in the society, inefficient political system,
weakness in the management system, psychological factors, and solutions for the migration of sports elites. The
country of Iraq includes the development of the economy of Iraq, the improvement of the social situation of the
society, the development of the culture of sports, professional policymaking in sports, the improvement of the
management system of Iraq and the promotion of hope and motivation among elite athletes. These categories
themselves include 30 concepts and 119 factors or open codes.

Conclusion: Based on the findings of this research, macro-policies and effective measures should be taken to
improve the quality of social and professional life of elite athletes, as well as managers, with financial and
economic support for them. Provide the conditions for developing Iraqi sports at the elite and championship
levels.
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Extended Abstract

Summary

The present study aimed to explain the factors affecting the migration of elite athletes in Iraq. The research
method was qualitative. In order to analyze the data, the grounded theory method and Max Quda software
version 20 were used. The findings of this study showed that the factors affecting the migration of elite athletes
in Iraq include economic problems, social problems, cultural problems in society, an inefficient political system,
weaknesses in the management system, and psychological factors. Macro-policies should be implemented to
improve the quality of social and professional life of elite athletes.

Introduction

One of the important types of elite migration in Iraq that we have witnessed in the last few years is the migration
of sports elites (1). In the last decade, this migration has harmed Iraqi sports in terms of personality and human
resources. Therefore, the economic and financial problems that have gripped society in Iraq have caused many
elite and talented athletes to think about migrating to other countries in a better situation. Therefore, the present
study seeks to identify the factors affecting the migration of Iraqi sports elites.

Methodology and Approach

The research method was qualitative and data-driven. The statistical population of the present study is experts
(athletes, sports committee heads, and expert professors) in the field of elite sports. The snowball sampling
method was used to conduct in-depth and semi-structured interviews. In the snowball method, the people who
were interviewed were asked to introduce other people who were in a similar situation and could provide more
information, and they were also interviewed. The interviews continued until the previous information was
repeated. In other words, no new and fresh points and information were obtained from new interviews, meaning
that the researcher reached theoretical saturation. The research tool was an interview, which was conducted with
16 people. The validity of the research tool (interview) was confirmed by the interviewees and then by expert
professors, and the intra-subject agreement method was used to measure reliability, which, according to this
method, the reliability value was equal to 0.89. The grounded theory method and Max Quda software version
20 were used for data analysis. The grounded theory method was used in three stages: open coding, axial coding,
and selective coding. Using open coding, the content of all interviews was first implemented, and then, their
open coding was carried out using the key points coding method. Then, in the axial coding stage, the codes
extracted from the interviews in the previous step were rewritten in a new way to create connections between
the codes. Finally, in the next stage, the axial codes extracted from the interviews were grouped, and finally, the
primary and significant categories were identified.

Result and Conclusion

Based on the present study's findings, the statistical sample included six university professors, three board
chairpersons, and seven athletes in Iraq, all knowledgeable about the subject and had extensive experience in
this field. The findings of this study showed that the factors affecting the migration of Iraqi sports elites include
economic problems, social problems, cultural problems in society, an inefficient political system, weaknesses
in the management system, and psychological factors. As well as the solutions include developing the economy
of Iraq, improving the social status of society, developing a culture of sports, professional policymaking in
sports, improving the status of the management system in Iraq, and promoting hope and motivation among elite
athletes. Finally, the consequences of the migration of Iraqi sports elites include three major categories: decline
in sports, cultural-social, and economic-political. These categories include 30 concepts and 119 factors or open
codes, and finally, Iraqi sports elites' migration pattern was presented.

One of the most important factors affecting the migration of athletes is the lack of financial support at home
and, on the other hand, income and access to better job opportunities in destination countries. Therefore, the
weakness in the economic conditions of athletes and the low salaries lead to their lack of motivation and effort
to reach the championship levels and win medals. This lack of future livelihood is a factor in the migration of
athletes to a country where they will not face problems continuing their lives after the championship period. On
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the other hand, due to the lack of proper planning and many restrictions in this area, we are witnessing a lack of
investment in this field and the absence of strong sponsors to support athletes. Therefore, through economic
development in Iraqi society, we can develop the financial situation of sports clubs and athletes, effectively
preventing the migration of elite athletes. Finally, based on the results of this study, it is suggested that, by
considering the identified challenges, the relevant authorities and managers take serious measures to increase
the financial income of elite athletes and help them create jobs in this field. It is also suggested that the authorities
strengthen welfare facilities, job security, and respect for the dignity and social status of coaches and athletes to
maintain the sport's elite. Finally, it is suggested that the Iraqi authorities put important strategies on the agenda
in order to improve the situation of elite sports in Iraq and also to maintain the elites by appropriate planning
and meeting the needs of the athletes and using their points of view, create conditions for their stay and presence
in the country.
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Figure 1. The migration pattern of Iraq's sports elites
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